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We have all
witnessed, and
been a party to, a
dramatic
behavioral change
over the last 10 to
15 years. We see
a table of people in
a restaurant, all
texting on their cell
phones. Then
there are two
people walking
down the street
together with a cell
phone to their ear,
or the person
walking their dog

  September Events Calendar
 Weekly Meditation Services (WMS) are

on Wednesday evenings. They begin at 6pm
with a discussion or talk (see below for this
month's discussion topics). At about 7pm
there is a meditation service, followed at
8pm by a potluck supper. All of Wednesday
evening's events are open to the public.

There is no fee, and reservations are not required.  
 

September Wednesday Meditations and Discussions
 

 4            Rokujige (The Six Watches) - Found in the morning
service these six verses are read during specific periods in a
24 hour cycle. They are poetic and insightful. We will examine,
discuss and include it in the service for the evening..
 
 11          How Do I Establish A Buddhist Practice - First we
will discuss what we mean by practice. Then we will address
some well-established ways others have established their
practice. There is no absolutely best way for everyone, but there
are some methods more successful than others. 

18          Conversation with Rosalynn about her Run Across
America for Youth Travel that she completed a few weeks ago..

  
25          Q&A - Stump the Sensei - Do you have any questions
about the Buddhadharma about which you have not found a
satisfactory answer? Write down the question and bring it with
you. There are no 'too simple' or involved questions. Sensei will
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while talking to
someone else a
continent away.
We the consumer
have become the
consumed. We are
so enamored of
our devices, so in
touch with our
technology, that we
have lost touch
with interpersonal
communication on
a proximate scale.
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Our Other Sangha:
 

do his best to answer in a way that at least sheds light on the
issue.  

  
Other events in September:     
 
7            Sutra Class and Morning Service, 8:30 - 10:30 AM -
Vajrachedika Prajnaparamita Sutra (The Diamond Sutra).  It
is one of the earliest Mahayana sutras and is considered by
many scholars as foundational to subsequent Mahayana
thought. Don't miss this informative and fun class.  The book
used for this class - The Diamond Sutra: transforming the way
we perceive the world, by Mu Soeng; Wisdom Publications
(2000).   
 
22           10:30 AM - Segaki Ceremony - "feeding the hungry
ghosts" (skt. Preta) ritual of Tendai Buddhism, is intended to
assist the gaki -and relieve them from their insatiable suffering.
The ceremony also gives participants an opportunity to
remember those who have died and to acknowledge, hence rid,
ourselves of our undo attachments. There will be light
refreshments following the ceremony. 
 
Notes and Announcements
  
Starting this September we will have one discussion a month
led by a sangha member other than Monshin. The meditation
service will still be conducted by Monshin or Shumon. This is
intended to expand the discussions and give both ordained and
lay people a greater voice. If you have a particular topic you
would like to offer, let Chorin Peter Donahoe or Monshin know.
 
 
Food Pantry at Jiunzan Tendai-ji - The number of families
who now depend on the food pantry has grown as a direct result
of the continued economic recession. There are fewer and
fewer resources going to more and more people. Please bring
non-perishable food items to the Tendai Buddhist Institute on
Wednesdays. We contribute these items to the Chatham Silent
Food Pantry.
   

An Appeal from the Heart -Crisis in Syria -
 
One of the questions during Stump the Sensei Night had to do
with the Buddhist perspective on the civil war in Syria.
Specifically, do we follow the 'rule of law' or do we follow our
conscience regarding supporting American intervention against
Syria's President Assad.
 
There is no easy answer, if we examine Buddhist teachings
though Sutra and commentary we are left with no specific
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